
January 2010  

Updates from Barbara Zekausky, Director Shelby 
County Humane Society  

Happy New Year Everyone!  We 

have so many exciting new 

things happening at the Shelby 

County Humane Society this 

year.  It is going to be a great 

year! 

First, we have broken 

ground for the new Mary 

Gaylord McClean Clinic.  

Thatõs right you heard me.  

We have hired a new archi-

tectural firm, R.A. Burry Ar-

chitect, and with the help of 

Kerry Magan our engineer-

ing firm, Burry has flown 

through the permit process 

and as our Construction 

Manager hired someone to 

excavate the sight, dig our 

basement and pour the 

footer for our new clinic.  

The plan is to construct the 

forms and pour the base-

ment walls and then begin 

framing the building.  If the 

weather permits and we 

get under roof in early 

January we will have all 

winter to complete the in-

side of the building and we 

will be planning on a 

spring ribbon cutting for 

our new facility.  How great 

is that?  The City of Shelby-

ville is the owner of Hi 

Point Industrial Park where 

our new clinic is located 

and the city fathers have 

done everything possible to 

help us get under roof 

quickly.  So as usual we 

have much to be thankful 

for. 

Superdog is now part of 

the Shelby County Humane 

Society and we are begin-
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With the exciting news that we  have 

officially broken ground on the Mary Gay-

lord McLean Clinic, we will soon be start-

ing our òWalkway of Loveó program. 

We will be selling a brick that will be en-

graved with your favorite petsõ name and 

it will become part of our walkway to the 

clinic. 

This will be a great way to honor your fa-

vorite cat, dog, horse, bird or any beloved 

pet and what a great gift!  

Watch our website for further information.  

ning to learn the ropes to 

managing our new business.  

We look forward to a great 

year working with Superdog 

management and staff. 

Lisa Lynch is back at the shel-

ter and we are working on 

plans to finish our renovation 

there and replace the floor in 

the hall and soon to be isola-

tion room.  We are so glad 

that Joe, Lisaõs husband is on 

the road to recovery and she is 

back with us loving and caring 

for our kitties and shelter. 

So, that is the most current 

news concerning the growth 

and prosperity of Shelby 

County Humane Society.  It is 

our hope that you have a 

prosperous and happy 2010 

and that God Blesses You.  

 Shelby County Humane Society 

Walkway of Love Program                                     

John Scheidt, Capital Campaign Fund 



 

My name is 

Lisa and I 

am the 

shelter 

manager 

for Shelby 

County Hu-

mane Soci-

ety.  I have 

always 

known that 

I work with a great group of peo-

ple but recently I found out just 

how truly wonderful they really 

are. In the five years that I have 

worked with the Humane Society 

Iõve met and become friends with 

many animal loving people. We 

have struggled through many 

hard times and together experi-

enced many joyous as well as 

heart breaking things concerning 

the animals that come to the shel-

ter. I knew I had great friends and 

coworkers but I now know that 

their hearts are even bigger than 

you can imagine. 

In November my husband suf-

fered a massive heart attack. It 

was a shock and for several days 

his life was touch and go. I was 

instantly thrown into a crazy and 

very scary world. I had to walk 

away from the shelter without 

any warning and no planning on 

who would take care of all the 

critters and daily business. This 

wonderful group of people knew 

that the shelter and all the ani-

mals here mean a great deal to 

me and that I love them dearly. 

They also knew that while I was 

spending those exhausting hours 

at the hospital I would be worried 

about the shelter on top of every-

thing else.  I also have a large 

number cats in my home most of 

whom were unadoptable 

through the shelter and had 

come to live with me. They knew 

that I would be extremely con-

cerned about them too.  

So what did SCHS employees and 

volunteers do? They rallied to-

gether and worked very hard to 

make sure the shelter and its ani-

mals were very well cared for. 

They not only offered to help care 

for my animals at home but there 

were many donations of cat food 

and litter left on my porch! They 

knew that critter supplies were 

not only going to be a financial 

drain but finding the time to get 

them was also difficult.  The 

phone calls, messages, cards, and 

offers to help with anything 

needed were over whelming. 

Some came from people I have 

never met but only heard their 

names. I felt as if I was wrapped in 

the warmest blanket full of love, 

compassion and caring. I hope 

this is what our homeless animals 

feel when they come to us be-

cause it was wonderful to feel 

that warm and cared for at one of 

the worst times in your life. 

The words thank you seem so 

small and in no way can truly ex-

press my gratitude to everyone.  I 

just want everyone to know that 

without your support this whole 

experience would have been so 

much worse. I also want others to 

know that we have one of the 

most wonderful groups of people 

and Iõm proud to be a part of 

SCHS. We donõt always have a lot 

of material things but we sure got 

LOVE! 

My holiday is the best ever. My 

husband is doing well and Iõm 

back to work surrounded by all 

my fur and skin covered friends. 

The words canõt express how 

truly grateful I really am but 

THANK YOU all so much for the 

support, kind words and actions. 

They truly got me through this 

ordeal. I am back at the shelter 

covered with fur from all the kitty 

hugging, wet with sloppy dog 

kisses and I couldnõt be happier!!! 

Thanks again everyone and have 

a wonderful New Year!!!  

Happy Tails by Lisa Lynch, Shelter Manager  
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 Every Tuesday, Dr Teresa Gregory runs a low cost 

spay and neuter clinic at the Shelby County Humane 

Society. Rabies shots and Vaccines are also available 

at a reduced cost.. 

These services are for everyone - not just residents of 

Shelby County. Please call  220-6038 to set up your 

appointment . 

 

Low Cost Spay/Neuter ñSpread the Word!  

                                        

               Featured Adoptables ñHurry and get your application in!!  
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 June Bug is a young 

lady who enjoys 

pets and snuggles 

but her favorite pass 

time is playing. She 

loves interacting 

with the other kitties 

and has loads of fun 

energy. When not 

curled up sleeping 

she can be found playing with toys or 

romping with another cat or two. June 

Bug could fit into most any home and 

be a wonderful pet.  

Kissa is an 

adorable 

and super 

sweet little 

tortie girl. 

She is shy 

but very 

gentle and 

loving. Kissa 

loves to be snuggled and held. Kissa 

gets along with other cats and quiet 

dogs. Kissa would probably do best in 

a quieter home.  

 Jenny is 

a teeny 

tiny, su-

per sweet 

little 

tabby 

girl. She 

loves 

people, 

play time, and bird watching. When 

you hold and snuggle Jenny she 

purrs so hard that she drools. Jenny 

would do well in most family situa-

tions and she would be like having a 

forever kitten because she is so small.  

 Chatters 

comes by her 

name hon-

estly. This little 

girl loves to 

talk and has 

an opinion on 

most every-

thing. She is a 

little petite 

sweetie that loves attention and con-

versation. You would never be lonely 

with this adorable little lady . 

 Yes,Snifer ( aka Heart) , or BIG HEART , 
as I call him is very sweet. He is timid, but 
once he warms up to you, he loves you. 
He doesn't look like a Great Pyrenees, 
but acts simialr to one-and is very tall, 

but not massive in size. He is gentle and 
timid, and has hanging dew claws. He is 
happiest outside, but now will come 
inside and is comfortable lying at your 
feet while you are sitting watching TV or 
reading. He loves attention and is very 
well behaved in the house. WHen he is 

outside, he likes to sit on the hill and watch, or play with the other dogs. He 
has been with us for a couple of years now and has not found his forever fam-
ily yet. He gets along with other dogs, and doesn't even look at cats, much less 
chase cats. He requires a large fenced yard, and would do best with another 

canine playmate 



                   

In Novem-

ber 2009 I 

received a 
phone call 

from our 

adoption 

agent at 

Petsmart and was told that we 

had a cat being returned. It was a 

young female who had been 

adopted as a kitten and now was 

approximately two years old. 

Why was she being returned? 

The woman who adopted her 

had a new boyfriend and his 

child was allergic to the cat. 

When the cat named Elvira ar-

rived at the shelter she immedi-

ately stole our hearts. She was a 

plump black cat with a white 

locket on her chest. She had a 

beautiful and shiny coat, bright 

gold eyes, and the most wonder-

ful personality. Most animals 

Come to the shelter under great 

stress. They are frightened and 

confused because they donõt un-

derstand why they are no longer 

in their homes or where their 

family has gone. Elvira was so 

sweet and you could see that she 

was doing her best to be happy. 

She was loving to everyone and 

was very tolerant of the other kit-

ties. You could just tell she was 

determined to make lemonade 

out of this giant lemon life had 

handed her. 

Because Elvira was a black cat I 

knew that she didnõt stand a 

great chance for adoption any-

time soon. We were going to 

slowly introduce her to an open 

cat room so she would not have 

to remain caged. It didnõt go as 

slow as we planned because 

Elvira decided that she liked the 

other cats and made friends 

quickly. You could tell that she 

was lonely and needed compan-

ionship. 

Several weeks after her arrival I 

was on my usual morning rounds 

and went into Elviraõs room and 

was greeted by all the kitties but I 

noticed Elvira was not in the 

group. I saw her sleeping alone in 

a cubby and I knew this was not 

normal for her. I went to check on 

her and it was obvious that she 

was not feeling well. She was hav-

ing trouble swallowing and 

seemed to feel miserable. I imme-

diately contacted our vet and we 

started antibiotics. Elvira re-

sponded quickly to the medicine 

and was back up eating and do-

ing well after only two days. I 

thought all was going to be fine. 

She was examined by Dr. Gregory 

and she agreed that Elvira 

seemed to be doing well and we 

all thought the crisis was over. 

She wasnõt 100% but she was 

back to purring and loved being 

snuggled. She was eating dry and 

canned food as well as drinking  

plenty of water. She was going to 

be OK. 

Out of the blue Elvira began to 

crash again on Christmas Eve. 

She was lethargic and not feeling 

well. Again Dr. Gregory was con-

tacted and we discussed what 

could possibly be wrong with 

Elvira. Her eyes were bright and 

clear, no runny nose, no ear infec-

tions, bowels and urination were 

good, no dehydration and she 

was eating fine. We started her 

on a super strong antibiotic and 

hoped. Before I left that evening 

we set her up in a cage with soft 

blankets and bed. She was given 

her favorite canned food, hugged 

and told how loved she was. She 

nuzzled and purred in response 

and I promised her that we 

would all have a good Christmas 

the next day. 

When I arrived bright and early 

Christmas morning my first 

thought was to check on Elvira. 

As I approached her cage I could 

see things were not good. I 

opened her door and pulled her 

into my arms and I knew we were 

losing her. I held her close and as 

the tears ran down my face Elvira 

looked into my eyes and took her 

last breath of life. It all felt so sad 

and so wrong.  

We as rescuers and shelter work-

ers always try to share the happy 

stories and remember all the 

good we do. We try to tuck away 

all the sadness and pain that  

Christmas Day 2009 at Shelby County Humane Society  
 by Lisa Lynch, Shelter Manager  
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Kyle  wanted to thank Adam 

up close and personal! 

Lewie is determined to kill that 

big bad red fuzzy! 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Evan loved his ball and refused to  

                             share it! 

J 

                                    Christmas 2009 at the Humane Society Shelter  

comes along with this job. We 

have to stay strong for all the liv-

ing animals that still need us, but 

the pain and sadness is a reality 

that you canõt forget. While oth-

ers were opening gifts and shar-

ing laughter and fun with their 

family, shelter workers every-

where were trying to make the 

day a little special for all the 

homeless animals. I personally 

spent my Christmas day attempt-

ing to comfort a precious and 

sweet soul as it left this world. I 

can only hope that she felt some 

comfort in my arms, peace from 

my words of goodbye, and 

knowledge that she was loved 

from my tears. 

Dr. Gregory did a necropsy to find 

out what happened to poor 

Elvira. It turned out she had a 

very weak heart and the stress of 

losing her home and then con-

tracting a virus just pushed her 

heart over the edge. I guess you 

could say that she died of a bro-

ken heart on Christmas day.  

This pain and memory will stay 

with me Elvira and I will not for-

get you, but for now I must tuck it 

away and do my best to make 

Christmas a little special for all 

those still living here in the shel-

ter. Tonight when I am alone the 

tears will come again and I will 

mourn for you. As wrong as it 

feels to me I suppose this is a very 

appropriate day for you to leave 

us because now you will never be 

abandoned or feel pain or sad-

ness again. You will know only 

peace. Merry Christmas sweet 

Elvira. 

Christmas Day at the shelter (continued)  
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Cindy & Adam come from Bardstown every year and play Santa for the shelter animals. This year they brought 
40 stockings stuffed with cat toys, treats, and two kitty condo's. They spend several hours with the kitties hand-
ing out toys & playing with them. As you can see in the photo they are very loved and bring much joy and fun.  

Dempsey & Lilly LOVE their snausages!       Jazz LOVES his new toy! 
The shelter cats & dogs look forward to 

Santa Cindy an Adamõs visit ! 


